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The studio aims at exploring and mapping the complexity of 

elements, which constitute the urban, social and cultural 

texture of squatter settlements in the city of Mumbai. 

Considering these areas within the broader frame-

work of urban transformations and redevelopment 

projects, the studio looks at the slums as forms of ‘

emergent’ urbanities, which function with a multi-

ple logic and structure of relations both within 

itself and with the outside.

Questions of self-organisation, organic transformations,

informal micro-economies, gender roles, private and public 

spheres will be addressed in relation to both their impact on 

the actual definition of the slums and to their relation to the 

broader network of power and political structures of the city.

The main focus of the studio will be the slum of Dharavi;

being the largest squatter settlement of Asia it allows for 

a deep and privileged understanding of the multiplicity of 

layers – on the local, regional and international level – that 

operate in the consti-

tution and definition 

of these urban 

emergences.
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